
METHYL GREEN PYRONIN STAIN PROCEDURE 
 

Item#  KT 023 

 

PRINCIPLE:  This stain demonstrates RNA and DNA. 

 

SPECIMEN:    Any well fixed paraffin embedded tissue cut at 5 microns. 

 

PROCEDURE: 
1. Deparaffinize slide using Xylene or Xylene Substitute and hydrate through alcohols. 
2. Rinse slide in running Tap water. 
3. Rinse slide thoroughly in Distilled water. 

4. Place slide in room temperature METHYL GREEN PYRONIN STAIN for 2 to 7 minutes. NOTE:  Increasing stain time 
intensifies Pyronin (Red); decreasing stain time intensifies Methyl Green (Blue-green to green) 
5. Dip slide 1 to 2 times each through 2 changes of room temperature Distilled water. 
6. Dehydrate slide through 3 changes of fresh Reagent alcohol. 

7. Clear slide through 3 changes of fresh Xylene. Do not use a Xylene Substitute! 
8. Coverslip using a permanent mounting medium. 

 

RESULTS: 
DNA: BLUE-GREEN TO GREEN 
RNA: PINK TO RED 

MAST CELL GRANULES: PINK 

 

REFERENCE:  Luna LG: Histopathologic Methods and Color Atlas of Special Stains and Tissue Artifacts; American 
Histolabs Inc; 1992, pg  261. 
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